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K
wame Nkrumah, Julius
Nyerere and Kenneth
Kaunda are part of a
generation of leaders known
as the “founding fathers of

Africa”. Sixty years ago, they led a
movement to liberate the continent
from the shackles of colonialism.
Today, as I see projections by
McKinsey showing Africa will have the
largest workforce in the world by
2040, and yet more than 60 per cent
of the population still survives on less
than $2 a day, I realise how urgently
we need a different type of liberation
— this time from poverty, not
colonialism.
Unless we generate our own wealth
as a continent, we will never be able to
stand on our own two feet and will
forever remain dependent on others.
Only with our own wealth will we be
able to pave our roads, educate our
children, feed our families and
provide decent healthcare, sanitation
and housing.
So who has the courage to lead this
new fight for economic freedom? I
believe there is only one type of hero
who can liberate us today: the
indigenous African entrepreneur.
Throughout history, the only way
countries have been able to eradicate
poverty is through the relentless
pursuit of entrepreneurship. No
amount of government spending or
foreign aid has led to serious, sus -
tainable poverty eradication.
Even in China, where the state has
been heavily involved, it was
entrepreneurship by state-owned
companies — producing goods and

services and selling them aggressively
across the world — that created jobs
and lifted millions of people out of
poverty.
We do not have enough entre -
preneurs in Africa. Too many people
are waiting for jobs and those
entrepreneurs who do exist are
usually “accidental” who fell into the
role as a means of survival, or “buy-
and-sell” entrepreneurs who buy and
sell everything under the sun (often
made in China or the west), but do not
produce anything new in a focused
way. This is not how to achieve
economic liberation.
We need a new breed of entre -
preneur: the “strategic entrepreneur”.
Strategy is about making choices and
setting priorities. Strategic entre pren -
eurs choose to become entrepreneurs
because they see opportunity and they
prioritise which products and services
to focus on. These are the entre pren -
eurs who will produce world-class,
innovative African goods and services
that can be sold to the growing African
market and eventually to the rest of
the world. They will build enduring
companies that will create the jobs
needed on the continent.
Why are there so few strategic
entrepreneurs in Africa? It can be an
arduous undertaking to start a
business. Barriers include excessive
red tape, corruption, complicated
labour laws and the perennial
favourite — lack of access to finance.
An entrepreneur will always have
obstacles, but he or she must find a
way around them. Becoming a
strategic entrepreneur in Africa is

possible, because in these same,
difficult conditions Chinese, Indian,
Lebanese and European entre -
preneurs are also building successful
businesses.
I have experienced how fulfilling it
can be to be an economic ‘freedom
fighter’. At the age of 27, with no
capital of my own, I left my job to
create an organisation that would
identify and train a new generation of
leaders and entrepreneurs for Africa.
Today, 11 years later, we have raised
almost $100m in financing to provide
education and leadership develop -
ment. We have created 200 jobs and
trained thousands of entrepreneurs
who will each create many more jobs.
Our team is now embarking on
another entrepreneurial adventure:
we are building a series of large-scale
tertiary institutions that will train 3m
Africans over the next 50 years to
become entrepreneurial leaders. If we
are successful, we will create more
than 10,000 jobs directly and several
thousand more indirectly.
Join me in this fight. If you are
educated and talented, the continent
needs you to apply your creativity to
produce goods and services that can
be sold worldwide. Stand up and be
counted. Economic liberation is the
best way to honour the hopes, dreams,
blood, sweat and tears of our
forefathers.
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